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of Deputies, the members of each being
chosen by ballot. The Senate consists of 120
members, elected for eight years, and the
Chamber of Deputies, of 387 members, elect-
ed for four years. Education is free and
compulsory, but there are not enough schools
as yet to take care of the population. How-
ever, conditions are improving, and the
former high rate of illiteracy is slowly being
reduced. There are four universities, the
principal one in- Bucharest, the capital.
Physical Features. The Carpathian Moun-
tains form most of the boundary between
Rumania and Transylvania and constitute an
unbroken barrier. Spurs of these mountains
extend into the country for short distances,
but in the main Rumania is an extensive low
plain. The northern portion is occupied by
a tableland, which slopes toward the south
and in which the rivers have worn deep chan-
nels. The southern part of the country slopes
from the Carpathians, or Transylvanian Alps,
toward the Danube. The eastern portion,
along the Danube, is low and marshy and
rises but little above the level of the sea. The
Danube forms most of the southern boundary
and that portion of the western boundary
which separates the country from Serbia.
Near the eastern end of Rumania the Danube
flows northward and then again eastward into
the Black Sea. The Dobruja is that portion
of the country lying south and east of the
river. The important tributaries of the Dan-
ube are the Ahita, the Dinhowitza and the
Jalomitza, draining the southern part of the
country; and the Sereth and its tributaries,
draining the northern part.
The climate is similar to that of the ad-
joining portion of Russia. The winters are
intensely cold, the thermometer sometimes
falling as low as 20° below zero. The sum-
mers are hot, and the rainfall is irregularly
distributed throughout the year, being heavi-
est in June, while the late summer months
are usually dry. The mean annual temper-
ature at Bucharest is 51°, and the mean tem-
perature for July, 73 °.
Resources and Industry. The country is
rich in minerals. Gold is found in the beds
of some of the streams. There are also ores
of iron, lead, clay, silver, copper and man-
ganese, and deposits of coal. Salt is found
in large quantities and has been mined for
ages. Marble of excellent quality occurs, as
do clay and sand suitable for glass and por-
eelain ware. These and common building
 materials are widely scattered over the coun-
try. The most valuable mineral is petroleum.
In the Carpathian foothills are some of the
most profitable oil fields in the world, and
though the wells were seriously damaged
during the war, their reconstruction was be-
gun as soon as Rumania was cleared of Ger-
man forces. Before the war their output
was about 1,750,000 tons a year.
The lowlands are covered with a fertile
soil, and agriculture is the leading occupa-
tion, giving employment to about eight-tenths
of the population. Rumania is one of the
most important grain-producing countries in
Europe and raises large quantities of wheat
and Indian corn, the annual crop of the
former being about 90,000,000 bushels and of
the latter, about 110,000,000 bushels. Barley,
rye and oats are also produced in quantity.
Grapes and other fruits are grown in the
foothills of the mountains and large quan-
tities of wine are made. Prunes are also ex-
tensively cultivated. Considerable attention
is given to the raising of live stock, and large
numbers of horses, cattle, sheep and swine
are grown and exported.
Before the World "War the peasants owned
about one-third of the arable land, the rest
being in the hands of large proprietors, who
rented it out in small sections. This system
was the source of much discontent, and
tended to create a feeling of hostility be-
tween the peasants and the proprietors. In
February, 1919, the Rumanian Parliament
passed a land reform measure whereby the
large estates were divided among the peas-
ants, making Rumania a country of small
farmers. The former proprietors, who were
permitted to retain only fifteen per cent of
the arable land, were assured a yearly in-
come from the state as recompense for giving
up their holdings.
There are nearly 7,000,000 acres of forest
land, the principal trees including oak, beech,
pine, fir, maple and elm.
Rumania is not a manufacturing country
in the modern sense of the term. There are
flour mills and great oil refineries, and there
is brewing and distilling, but most of the
manufactured products needed by the pop-
ulation are imported.
Transportation and Commerce. The
Danube is the chief waterway, and it serves
as an important means of transportation for
the produce of the country. Lines of railway
also extend through, the country from the

